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‘ Marked by Teachem

In this eszay [ am going to compare the similanties and differences between two
pocmsE. "Woman Work™ written by Maya Angelou, which 15 abouta Woman wio
works all the tme and Just wants 10 rest. The seeond poem 15 called "overbeard in
County Sigo” writien by Gillian Clarke which 1= about a marned Woman kaving a
acomversation with her riend about her lite and looking back at what her ambitions
were.

“Woman Work™ isa regular 5 stanea, rhyming poem, it is et in sputhern USA. We
kmow this becanse of the way she talks "The cane tobe cul” Cane i grown in
southem USA, "1 gotta clean up this t™ Hut is what she calls her house "And the
cotion to Pick™ cotton also grows in USA . s abot this woman who's either single or
doesnt get any help from her pariner/hushand. She's always doing something, looking
after the children - "Ive got the children to tend ™, housework - "1 gotta clean up this
hnt™, shopping - "The fbodio shop™ or farm waork, - "The cane to be cut™, "And the
cotiom to pick™

"Orverheard in County Shego” & another regular 5 staneea, dyymoing poem. It s setin
Ireland. It 15 abowt a mamied Worman who "mamied a man from county Boscommon”
and shefs talking about what ber ambitions were - "1 had thought 1o Work on the
Abbey Stage” "or have my name ina book™. It doesn’t sound Like she's happy but she
won leave - "he reedom’s there Bor the taking ™ bt ghe never went.

There are several themes in ™ Waoman Waork”, one of them baing Work. We can soe
this i the First stanza, She lists all the things she’s got o do. Another theme being
lomeliness. We can see thisby the et that she only mentions ber children there: she
may want someone o talk to ber or help her with all ber Work . Mainly she just wanls
aresl.

The theme in "Overbeard in county Sliga” is basically life, itsall about a "Woman
having a comversation with a friend or someone she knows and someone else just
happenedio be listening. The housewile is telling her friend abont herself and the
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